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Sport management is in a uniquely favourable position to embrace the impact agenda and marry it up with the
conventional academic research agenda. Sport management is after all ‘management in context’. Context
defines the discipline. Sport management will always draw on general management and other business
disciplines as important sources of general theoretical insight. But we should not see ourselves as playing a
largely subservient role in replicating more general theoretical findings in the sporting context. Sport
management can be more proactive in the development of theoretical insights with more general significance
beyond the sporting context. But most importantly sport management research must maintain its diversity,
encompassing the goals of both discipline-led rigour and use-led relevance. [5 |5 European Sport Management

Quarterly (2015): 15(5), 505-515]
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Because of the increasing costs associated with the construction and operations of sport facilities, it
has become common for a tripartite framework to finance sport facilities (franchise, public, and
private sectors} to cooperate in order to finance the venture. The rationale for tripartite cooperation
and the responsibilities of each constituent are outlined. The public sector has three responsibilities:
to create a sport body empowered "to coordinate the development and implementation of sport
facilities and their infrastructure"; to make a financial commitment and to identify sources of funding
in order to deal with facility expenses and the method of payment; and to develop a plan for income
distribution with the franchise. The franchise must agree to a long-term commitment to remain in
the city where the facility is being constructed and to invest funds in the construction of the facility.
The responsibilities of the' private sector are numerous. The private sector must be willing to commit
to leasing sky boxes for long term contracts and contribute to the development of stadium
infrastructures such as hotel and office development. As well, generating revenue through
concessions and other commercial ventures from local businesses is also part of the private sector’s

responsibilities.
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