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Instructions 
You may answer the following questions in either English or Chinese. However, you will earn extra credits by 

answering questions in English. 

1. Terminology 
Please explain the following terms: 

1.1 Brainstorming (5%) 

1.2 Likert Scale {5%) 

1.3 Visibility (5%) 

1.4 Student's t-Test (5%) 

1.5 Working Backward (5%) 

1.6 Short-Term Memory (5%) 

1.7 Well-Defined Problems (5%) 

1.8 EGM (Evaluation Grid Method) (5%) 

2. Analytical Writing1 

The Analytical Writing section tests your critical thinking and analytical writing skills. It assesses your ability to 

articulate and support complex ideas, construct and evaluate arguments, and sustain a focused and coherent 

discussion. It has two questions, i.e. analyze an Issue, and analyze an argument. 

The Issue task presents an opinion on an issue of broad interest followed by specific instructions on how to 

respond to that issue. You are required to evaluate the issue, considering its complexities, and develop an 

argument with reasons and examples to support your views. 

The Argument task presents a different challenge from that of the Issue task: it requires you to evaluate a 

given argument according to specific instructions. You will need to consider the logical soundness of the 

argument rather than to agree or disagree with the position it presents. 

The two tasks are complementary in that one requires you to construct your own argument by taking a 

position and providing evidence supporting your views on the issue, whereas the other requires you to 

evaluate someone else's argument by assessing its claims and evaluating the evidence it provides. 

1 The instructions about Analytical Writing are adopted from "An Introduction to the Analytical Writing Section of the 
GRE® revised General Test" published by Educational Testing Service (ETS). 
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2.1 Analyze an Issue 

Please plan and compose a response that presents your perspective on the following topic. You are free to 

accept, reject, or qualify the claim made in the topic, as long as the ideas you present are clearly relevant to 

the topic. Support your views with reasons and examples drawn from such areas as your reading, experience, 

observations, or academic studies. 

The examination committee will read your response and evaluate its overall quality, based on how well you 

Consider the complexities and implications of the issue 

Organize, develop, and express your ideas about the issue 

Support your ideas with relevant reasons and examples 

You may want to take a few minutes to think about the issue and to plan a response before you begin writing. 

Be sure to develop your ideas fully and organize them coherently, but leave time to read what you have 

written and make any revisions that you think are necessary. 

Issue topic 

In 1920 the major poet T. S. Eliot once wrote that the immature poet imitates and the 

mature poet plagiarizes. In addition, great artist Pablo Picasso argued similarly that 

"Good Artists Borrow, Great Artists Steal." Thus, we should not be afraid to use someone 

else's idea and turn it into our own design. 

Discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement above and explain 

your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you 

should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how 

those considerations shape your position. (30%) 
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2.2 Analyze an Argument 

Please plan and write a critique of an argument presented in the form of a short passage. A critique of any 

other argument will receive a score of zero. 

The examination committee will read your critique and evaluate its overall quality, based on how well you 

Identify and analyze important features of the argument 

Organize, develop, and express your critique of the argument 

Support you critique with relevant reasons and examples 

Before you begin writing, you may want to take a few minutes to evaluate the argument and to plan a 

response. Be sure to develop your ideas fully and organize them coherently, but leave time to read what you 

have written and make any revisions that you think are necessary. 

Argument topic 

"We demonstrate a previously unknown gender difference in the distribution of spatial 

attention, a basic capacity that supports higher-level spatial cognition. More remarkably, 

we found that playing an action video game can virtually eliminate this gender difference 

in spatial attention and simultaneously decrease the gender disparity in mental rotation 

ability, a higher-level process in spatial cognition. After only 10 hr of training with an 

action video game, subjects realized substantial gains in both spatial attention and mental 

rotation, with women benefiting more than men. Control subjects who played a non-action 

game showed no improvement. Given that superior spatial skills are important in the 

mathematical and engineering sciences, these findings have practical implications for 

attracting men and women to these fieldi." 

Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in order 

to decide whether the recommendation is likely to have the predicted result in the industrial 

design field. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate 

the recommendation. (30%) 

2 Feng, J., Spence, I., & Pratt,]. (2007). Playing an action video game reduces gender differences in spatial cognition. 
Psychological science, 18(10), 850-855. 


