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In 1948 during the post war rebuiiding of Europe and the advancements of the American industrial engine,
Siegfried Gideon noted in his canonical book, Mechanization Takes' Command, that “The elimination of
complicated handicraft marks the beginning of high mechanization”. The effects of this industrial overhaul
are visible in much of the world we live in today, reflected in our cities, architecture, society, and culture.
Over half a century later, amongst the backdrop of this mass-produced, standardized, consumer oriented,
disposable, “modern” world, elements of the digital revolution and Industry 4.0 are shifting our
preconceptions and attitudes again, allowing us to re-embrace complexity and craft, suggesting that we are
entering a new era in which digital automation takes command. Identify issues you see in the architectural
building environment around you resulting from the implementation of industrial methods during the
modern era. Discuss how these changes have facilitated the shift to a "file to factory" mode of
manufacturing, and what the potential benefits and drawbacks may be on our architecture, urbanism, and

society.
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