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1. Alvan Aalto, 1757
T Egg of ho Fish awich T S "

| would only like to add this
observation — architecture and its detailing are a
sort of biology and their birth probably takes place
in very complicated circumstances. One could
compare architecture to the full grown salmon.
It is not born full grown, it is not even born in the
sea where it swims but far off, where the rivers
narrow and divide into tributaries and mountain
streams, beneath the first drops of water dripping
from the glaciers. It is like the first stimuli of
architecture which arise as far from practicality
and the finished result as the first impulses of our
feelings and instinctive life can be from the everday
toil for our daily bread which binds us, each to
the other.

And just as it takes time for the minute eggs of
the fish to grow gradually into great salmon, so is
time needed to allow for the development of all
that is born spiritually in men. And architecture
needs more time than anything else. For example,
I have found that alittle playful experiment informs
that | once carried out and that was apparently
trivial and useless, ten or more years later gave me
the key to a series of shapes that were architectur-
ally practical. On the other hand one can certainly
quote other examples where an environment con-
structed for architecturally functional reasons has
given birth tofree {orms in abstract art, which have
in their turn moved us profoundly, or, of course,
it may be the environment itself which has assumed
great emotional importance.

2. Yo K é‘l""j ’ 1764
"Thn Chalbowge of Chn Cytavs, ot Towms”

Finding a Simple and Attractive City Form Which
Will Provide for all our Daily Needs and Activities
Strects, buildings and both natural and man-made
landscapes combine to create the physical form of
the city. :
The street system provides the structure and
connecting ?ink for the many physical parts and
complex [unctions of the city. The street iscll is o
reference for understanding all the interrelating
clements of the changing city.

“The street is the public link between private
properties. Onto it open the front doors of homes
and places of work, commerce, entertainment and
leisure.

The street is a carricr of a network of essential
utilities providing water, electric power, telephone
lines and waste disposal.

«The street is a total distribution system, 2 path for
pedestrians, automobiles, trucks, buses an
strectcars. o

“The street is a wholesale and retail market place
(the central produce market, the garment district,
used car lots, flower vendors, newsstands, the
Good Humor Man).

sThe street is the nucleus of the ncighborhood, 2
meeting place for children playing, mothers
strolling with baby carriages, neighbors talking
politics.
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. Pramk L. Wrightt , 173 L.
“Tha Card bowrd Hower "

But most new “modernistic” houses manage to look as though cut from card-
board with acissors, the sheets of cardboard folded or bent in rectsbgles with
an occasional curved cardboard surfsce added to get relief. The cardbonrd
forms thus made are glued together in box.like forms—in a childish attempt
to make buildings resemble stesmships, flying machines or locomotives. By
way of a new sense of the character and power of this Machine Age, this house
strips and stoops to conquer by emulating, if not imitating, machinery. But
so far, I see in most of the cardboard houses of the “modernistic’”” movement ..
small evidence that their designers have mastered either the machinery or the .
mechanical processes that build the house. I can find no evidence of integral
method in their making. Of late, they are the superficial, badly built product
of this superficial, New “Surface-and-Mass” Aesthetic! alsely claiming French
Painting as a parent. And the houses themselves are not the new working of
a fundamental Architectural principle in any sense. They are little less reac-
tionary than was the Cornice—unfortunately for Americans, looking for- ,
ward, lest again they fall victim to the mode. There is, however, this tnuch
to be said for this ho by menos of it imported Art and Decoration may,
for & time, completély triumph over “Architecture.”” And such Atcliitecture
as it may triumph over—well, enough has already been said here, to show
how infinitely the cardboard house is to be preferred to that form of bad sut-
face-decoration. The Simplicity of Nature is not something which may easily
be read—but is inexhaustible. Unfortunately the simplicity of these houses is
too easily rend—visibly an attitude, strained or forced. They are therefore
decoration too. If we look into their construction we may see how construc-
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Environmental quality is often overridden by publié and private
agencies energized by profit, survival, or the drive to “get it done.”
Their single-minded devotion to these simple aims is their source
of power but also the root of their neglect of seemliness. Very of-
ten, a planning agency must make concessions to these driving
forces. It then secks solutions and sensory criteria that do not
threaten those primary aims. Bargains are struck, mancuvers are
made in the cracks of the decision process, and so some uscful
work is done. A planning agency can raise issues, provide informa-
tion, or facilitate political action. To go further, and to press fora
transformation of the structure of socicty (which may well be
what is nceded) will be beyond the bounds of any official agency.
True enough, its information and its way with its clients may help
others headed that way.

The agency will have more modest choices before it. Will it work
to serve (and slightly deflect) the groups now dectermining the
form of the landscape; will it act primarily to check and contain
them; or does it hope to modify the decision structure in som¢
immediate, feasible way? Rebuilding the environmental decision-

. .making process so that quality becomes an integral part of the in-
ternal measure of success for some agency is a difficult but lasting
strategy. This third role is, in my view, the most important onc.
The “realities of development” (a euphemism for how things cus-
tomarily get done at any given time) must certainly be well under-
stood if an agency is to have any effect. But understanding does’
not imply abandoning the hope for structural change; on the con-
trary, it is a precondition for change.
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