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" The house is in the town. The room is in the house. In
the room is a chair. In the chair sits a person who speaks. The
site of an act is that part of the total physical reality in which
‘the act is observed. Every act has a site for the observer. In
the same way, the site of an object is that part of the total
physical reality in which the object is observed. Each object has
a site for the observer. There is an unlimited number of sites
because the number of objects that can be observed is without
limit. Moreover, there are many ways to see the site of the
same object. The way the site of an object will be described
depends on who the observer is and on what he wants to
achieve. The site is the product of a physical reality and its
observer. The site is that part of the physical reality that. we
agree to observe in a specific case at a specific time. :

The term "site" is normally used to indicate the physical
environment in a special way. The term suggests that we look at
the environment with the intention to act upon it or to observe
an act in it. To say that we observe "the site" is to say that we

observe our physical environment as the theatre for human
intervention.
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We take pleasure in distinctive events, as in
distinctive places. Important hours should be percep-
tually remarkable, and then we can find our way in
time. Places and events can be designed to enlarge
our sense of the present, either by their own vivid
characters or as they heighten our perception of the
contained activity—setting off the people in a
parade, an audience, or a market. Places can be
given a particular look at particular times. It was a
nineteenth-century tradition, for example, to set out
seasonally” changing displays of fewers in public
parks and even to lay out a garden in which differ-
ent species opened and closed their blossom s at regu-
lar intervals throughout the day. Flowers, grownto
be seen and to synchronize the actions of insects, are”
natural time markers. Old holidays’ retain special
flavors, although the customary types of behavior
that accompanied them were at one time more dis-

tinctive. But supermarket food no longer reflects the
season., :
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