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A Creative City, Rich in Heritage, Unique in Identity
Investment In Ottawa's Cultural Development

Cultural heritage in Ottawa is multi-faceted. The preservation and enhancement of our heritage resources can be categorized into
four areas: Built heritage can include buildings, groups of buildings, dams and bridges. Cultural heritage landscapes can include a
burial ground, historical garden or a larger landscape reflecting human intervention, such as the Rideau Canal, the Rideau and
Ottawa Rivers, etc. Archaeological resources can include individual artifacts or grouped features such as the remains of a
pre-European aboriginal settlement. Documentary and material heritage can include such entities as archives, museums, and

historical artefacts.

Taken together, the elements contribute to an understanding of our collective cultural heritage. They are important to understanding
the history of Ottawa's people and the places they inhabited. They are also important to understanding who and where we are, and

where we're going.

(FminAAE @ HWMEEL)
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In 2004, the City promoted cultural development by:

¢ Council approving $5.47 million from the 2005 Capital Budget to assist with the Objectives for a Creative City, Rich
construction of the world-class Ottawa Chamber Music Society Concert Hall at in Heritage, Unique in Identity:
150 Elgin. The Ottawa Chamber Music Society will use the City's investment to
leverage significant funding from the provincial and federal governments to build + Build a sense of place
the concert hall. e Build creative capacity
e Partnering with Windmill Developments and the Great Canadian Theatre e Develop the vibrancy of
Company on 'The Currents' - a new, not-for-profit, public cultural venue, and a Ottawa's downtown
mixed-use, residential/commercial centre in Hintonburg, e Improve opportunities for
¢  Pre-committing capital funding for the Orléans Arts Facility. artists
e Circulating more than nine million items to residents, including books, videos and e Preserve and strengthen our
CDs, and answering more than one million questions through the Ottawa Public unique heritage
Library’s 33 branches, bookmobile and virtual library services.

e Introducing a second bookmobile to provide library services to urban and rural residents.

¢ Investing 201 funding allocations in Ottawa's cultural community, helping them to deliver thousands of public programs
such as arts events, arts instruction, fairs, and festivals.

* Expanding the Ottawa Book awards from two to four competitions to reflect the growth and development of the literary arts

sector in Ottawa.
Preserving And Enhancing Qur Heritage

Heritage is a crucial aspect of the City's planning and infrastructure. It has the power to transform mundane daily experiences into a
deeper understanding of where we have come from and enhances our quality of life by engendering an appreciation of local identity
and shared community. Our cultural heritage, more than any other element of urban design, defines what is unique and distinct about

Ottawa, and contributes to the livability of our communities.

In recognition of the non-renewable nature of cultural heritage, and as the steward of Ottawa's cultural heritage resources, the City
will continue to preserve those resources in a manner which respects their heritage value, ensures their future viability as functional
components of Ottawa's urban and rural environments, and allows them to continue their contribution to the character, civic pride,

tourism potential, economic development, and historical appreciation of the community.
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In 2004, the City preserved and enhanced our heritage by:

e Preserving some of Ottawa's unique heritage buildings through extensive restoration work at the Billings Estate, Teachers'
College and Pinhey's Estate.

¢  Securing additional funding for the care, preservation, conservation and exhibition of The Ottawa Art Gallery's Firestone
Art Collection.

e Partnering with the Workers Heritage Centre of Ottawa and Ottawa District Labour Council to maintain Gamman House, a
unique municipal heritage building, and tell the working class history of Ottawa.

¢  Partnering with six local museums, two service organizations and eight historical societies to deliver heritage programs.

*  Ensuring excellence in the architecture and urban design of buildings in the downtown area through Council approval of the
Downtown Ottawa Urban Design Strategy, a 20-year plan guiding development and public works in the downtown core.
Initiated the Downtown Design Review Pilot Project.

e  Winning an Award of Excellence from the American Society of Landscape Architects.

Looking Forward to 2005

The City is committed to building a creative city, rich in heritage and unique in identity, through the following activities in
2005:

e Develop and implement a policy framework for the Arts Service Agreements to strengthen existing partnerships of six
professional local arts organizations through the provision of individual sustained funding agreements.

e Develop an Arts Investment Strategy to address the shortages in Ottawa's local arts/festival sector operating budgets by
measuring the gap between current revenues and required revenues to operate cultural programs.

¢ Develop a Municipal Visual Art Policy that integrates permanent, site-specific works of art into municipal buildings,
natural spaces and structures and expands partnered efforts to integrate public art into all major, new and redevelopment
projects in Ottawa.

e Develop a Detailed Functional Plan for the New Central Library, Arts and Heritage Complex including a preliminary
design, detailed program functions, site selection, interior and exterior spatial requirements, operating costs, public
consultation meetings and final report.

¢ Implement a new ticketing software system for Centrepointe Theatre.

e  Develop a Museum Sustainability Strategy to:

o maintain and expand the acquisition, documentation and preservation of collections within local museums for
present and future generations;

o provide both intellectual and physical access to local collections, educational and recreational opportunities; and

o reflect the diversity of Ottawans of different eras, backgrounds and experiences through its exhibitions and

programming.

(Source from:

http://ottawa.ca/en/city-hall/accountability-and-transparency/annual-report/2004-city-ottawa-annual-report-0/creative)
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