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1. “Language in the Poem.”

Only a poetic dialogue with a poet’s poetic statement is a true dialogue—the poetic
conversation between poets. But it is also possible, and at times indeed necessary, that
there be a dialogue between thinking and poetry, for this reason: because a distinctive,
though in each case different, relation to language is proper to them both.

The dialogue of thinking with poetry aims to call forth the nature of language, so
that mortals may learn again to live within language.
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2. “The Nature of Language.”

Here, we assume, is the essential nature of language. “To say,” related to the Old
Norse “saga,” means to show: to make appear, set free, that is, to offer and extend
what we call World, lighting and concealing it. This lighting and hiding proffer of the
world is the essential being of Saying. The guide-word on the way within the
neighborhood of poetry and thinking holds an indication which we would follow to
come to that nearness by which this neighborhood is defined.

The guide-word runs: The being of language: the language of being.
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