
15 

~PfT~JjJJU: :9H~~:x:~~Etl~il 

~gttf4 El : I~g' ;.J/fa1tBWI : 0219 ' ETi~: 4 

Directions: 1. Translate the English passages into Chinese and the Chinese one into English. 

2. All answers are required to be written on the answer sheet. 

1. When I think of a hypothetical imperative in general I do not know beforehand what it will contain; I 

do not know this until I am given the condition. But when I think of a categorical imperative I know at 

once what it contains. For, since the imperative contains, beyond the law, only the necessity that the 

maxim be in confromity with this law, while the law contains no condition to which it would be limited, 

nothing is left with which the maxim of action is to conform but the universality 61' a law as such; and this 

conformity alone is what the imperative properly represents as necessary. There is, therefore, only a single 

categorical imperative and it is this: act only in accordance with that maxim through which you can at the 

same time will that it become a universal law. Now, if all imperatives of duty can be derived from this 

single imperative as from their principle, then, even though we leave it undecided whether what is called 

duty is not as such an empty concept, we shall at least be able to show what we think by it and what the 

concept wants to say. Since the universality of law in accordance with which eiJects take place constitutes 

what is properly called nature in the most general sense (as regards its form)-that is, the existence of 

things insofar as it is determined in accordance with universal laws-the universal imperative of duty can 

also go as flollows: act as if the maxim of your action were to become by your will a universal law of 

nature. (40%) 

2. I have, therefore, articulated three propositions. First, the only thing one can be guilty of is giving 

ground relative to one's desire. Second, the definition of a hero: someone who may be betrayed with 

impunity.Third, this is something that not everyone can achieve; it constitutes the diiJerence between an 

ordinary man and a hero, and it is, therefore, more mysterious than one might think. For the ordinary man 

the betrayal that almost always occurs sends him back to the service of goods, but with the proviso that he 

will never again find that factor which restores a sense of direction to that service. We come finally to the 

field of the service of goods; it exists, of course, and there is no question of denying that. But turning 

things around, I propose the following, and this is my fourth proposition: There is no other good than that 

which may serve to pay the price for ac.cess to desire-given that desire is understood here, as we have 

defined elsewhere, as the metonymy of our being. The channel in which desire is located is not simply the 

modulation of the signifying chain, but that which flows beneath it as well; that is, properly speaking, 

what we are as well as what we are not, our being and our non-being-that which is signiiied in an act 

passes from one signifier of the chain to another beneath all the significations. (40%) 
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