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Parliament Presents Charles | with the Petition of Right

"The Lords Spirit and Temporal, and commons in Parliament assembled ; do humbly
pray your most Excellent Majesty, that no man hereafter be compelled to make or
yield any gift, loan, benevolence, tax, or such like charge, without common consent
by Act of parliament; and that none be called to make answer, to take such oath, or
to give attendance, or be confined, or otherwise molested or disquieted concerning
the same, or for refusal thereof; and that no freemen, in any such manner as in
before-mentioned, be imprisoned or detained; and that your Majesty will be pleased
to remove the said soldiers and mariners " who have been quartered in private
homes ;, and that your people may not be so burdened in time to come; and that the
foresaid commissions for proceeding by martial law, may be revoked and annulled;
and that hereafter no commissions of like nature may issue forth to any person or
persons whatsoever, to be executed as aforesaid, lest by colour of them any of Your
Majesty’s subjects be destroyed or put to death, contrary to the laws and franchise of
the land.
Alt which they most humble pray of your Most Excellent Majesty, as their rights and
liberties according to the laws and statues of this realm.
The King’s Reply: The King willeth that right be done according to the laws and
customs of the realm; and that the statures be put in due execution, that his subjects
may have no cause to complain of any wrong or oppressions, contrary to their just
rights and liberties, to the preservation whereof he holds himself as well obliged as

of his prerogative.

Questions :
(1) What limits does the Petition attempt to place on royal taxation ? (9% )
(2) How did the Petition criticize arbitrary arrest? (8% )
(3) Why was the quartering of soldiers in private homes so offensive 7 ( 89¢ )
Origins: Craig, Graham, Kagan, Ozment, Turner, The Heritage of World Civilizations
( Pearson Prentice Hall, NJ, 2009 ) , Eighth edition, p. 609.
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I think we have gone through a period when too many children and people have
been given to understand “l have a problem, it is the Government’s job to cope with

lH 7

it!” or "I have a problem, | will go and get a grant to cope with it!” “I am homeless,
the Government must house me! And so they are casting their problems on society,
and who is society ? There is no such thing ! There are individual men and women
and, there are families, and no government can do anything except through people.
And people look to themselves first. It is our duty to look after ourselves and then
also to help look after our neighbor. Life s a reciprocal business and people have got
the entitlements too much in mind without the obligations, because there is no such

thing as an entitlement unless someone has first met an obligation.

And it is, | think, one of the tragedies that...there are some people who have
been manipulating the system and so some of those help and benefits that were
meant to say to people: “All right, if you cannot get a job, you shall have a basic
standard of living!”.....people to come and say: “But what is the point of working? |
can get as much on the dole!” You say © "Look” it is not from the dole. It is your
neighbour who is supplying it and if you can earn your own living then really you
have a duty to do it and you will feel very much better!”

There is also something else | should say to them: "If that does not give you a
basic standard. You know, there are ways in which we top up the standard. You can
get your housing benefit.” But it went too far. If children have a problem, it is society
that is at fault. There is no such thing as society. There is living tapestry of men and
women and people, and the beauty of that tapestry and the quality of our lives will
depend upon how much each of us is prepared to take responsibility for ourselves
and each of us prepared to turn round and the help by our own efforts those who are
unfortunate.

Questions :

(1) How and why does Thatcher contend that there is no such thing as society ?
Does she criticize all government aid to citizens? (9%)

( 2 YHow does she emphasize the reciprocal character of social relationships ? (8% )

(3) How does she argue in favor of personal and private charity to aid persons in
need ? (8%)

Origins : Craig, Graham, Kagan, Ozment, Turner, The Heritage of World Civilizations
( Pearson Prentice Hall, NJ, 2009 ) , Eighth edition, p. 1028.
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