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2-1 What's the main idea of the the following paragraphs? ( 15%) 

2-2 What's your opinion On the Dictatorship ofYuan Shikai? ( 10%) 

On October 10( "double Ten"), 1911, a revolt at Wuchang( opposite Hankou)touched off the defection of most 

provinces which declared their independence of the Qing regime. The professional agitators of the 

Revolutionary League, who had made Sun Yatsen their leader in Tokyo in 1905 • set up the Chinese Republic on 

January 1,1912,at Nanjing, with Sun as provisional president. 

There was general agreement that China must have a parliament to represent the provinces, that unity was 

necessary to forestall foreign intervention, and that the reform-minded Yuan Shikai, Li Hongzhang's Successor 

and chief trainer of China's New Army, was the one man with the capacity to head a government. Through a 
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noteworthy series of Compromises, China avoided both prolonged civil war and peasant rising as well as 

foreign intervention. The Qing emperor abdicated, Dr. Sun Yatsen, and in March 1912 Yuan became 

president •..•..• 

Yuan Shikai, like a dynastic founder, was a military man, later to be called the "father of the warlords." As an 

experienced Qing official, Yuan was versed in the inherited repertoire of legal, administrative • fiscal, and 

military arrangements that could manipulate the people from the top down by using regulations as well as arms, 

rewards, and punishments, playing upon their hopes and fears to secure their compliance. (Origins: John King 

Fairbank, China: A New History pp250-251 ) 
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LIBERTY, EQUALITY, FRATERNITY, UNION! 

IRISHMEN: 

You have not forgotten Bantry Bay-you know what efforts France has made to assist you. Her affections for 

you, her desire for avenging your wrongs and insuring your independence, can never be impaired. 

After several unsuccessful attempts, behold Frenchmen arrived amongst you. 

They come to support your courage, to share your dangers, to join their arms and to mix their blood with yours 

in the sacred cause of liberty! They are the forerunners of other Frenchmen, whom you shall soon enfold in 

your arms. 

Brave Irishmen, our cause is common; like you, we abhor the avaricious and bloodthirsty policy of an 

oppressive government; like you, we hold as indefensible the right of all nations to liberty; like you, we are 

persuaded that the peace of the world shall ever be troubled as long as the British Ministry is suffered to make 

with impunity a traffic of the industry, labor and blood of the people. 
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But exclusive of the same interests which unite us, we have powerful motives to love and defend you. 

Have we not been the pretext ofthe cruelty exercised against you by the Cabinet of St. James? The heartfelt 

interest you have shown in the grand events of our revolution-has it not been imputed to you as a crime? Are 

not tortures and death continually hanging over such of you as are barely suspected of being our friends? Let us 

unite, then, and march to glory. 

We swear the most inviolable respect for your properties, your laws, and all your religious opinions. Be free! 

be masters in your own country. We look for no other conquest than that of your liberty-no other success than 

yours. 

The moment of breaking your chains has arrived; our triumphant troops are now flying to the extremities of the 

earth to tear up the roots of the wealth and tyranny of our enemies. That frightened Colossus is mouldering 

away in every part. Can there be any Irishman base enough to separate himself at such a happy conjuncture 

from the grand interests of his country? If such there be, brave friends, let him be chased from the country he 

betrays, and let his property become the reward of those generous men who know how to fight and die! 

Irishmen, recollect the late defeats which your enemies have experienced from the French; recollect the claims 

ofHonscoote, Toulon, Quiberon, and Ostend; recollect America, free from the moment she wished to be so. 

The contest between you and your oppressors cannot be long. 

Union! Liberty! the Irish Republic! such is our shout. Let us march. Our hearts are devoted to you; our glory is 

in your happiness. 


