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Aristotle Politics 1270a (words in [= ---] are added for help) 

Spartan institutions are also open to criticism as regards the inequality of property, for what has come about is that some men own too much and 

others very little indeed. And it is the nomoi [= laws] which are partly responsible for the evils of this situation: for Lycurgus [= the legendary 

Spartan reformer] made it dishonorable, and rightly so, to buy or sell existing estates, yet he did allow freedom to alienate land by gift or bequest

despite the fact that the result is inevitable and identical! Also, nearly two fifths of the entire chora [=Spartan territories] is owned by women, 

partly because so many women inherit it as heiresses and partly because of the practice of giving large dowries. It would be better if dowries were 

prohibited, or else limited to a small or modest size and also the marriage of heiresses more tightly-tontrolled; but as things stand, the guardian of 

the heiress can give her in marriage to whomever he likes, and in the event of his death before this has been arranged his heir can give her to 

whomever he likes. So here are the very reasons why, in a chora [=Spartan territories] capable of supporting 1,500 cavalrymen and 30,000 hoplites 

[= heavy infantries], there are actually fewer than 1,000 in all. And events themselves have shown up the deficiencies in the system of theirs: a 
---· -------- ----



*.l\1i5m : 21 

*?1T*£55U : lrt~~* 
~~Jtf4 El : ~~:XIXM~I 
~4][·~4][ 

~1r~m*~ 1o4 ~1f:NU.J±l?JitE~~~~e 

single blow was too much for the polis, ruined b'f its o/iganthropia [=fewness in population] ... 
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After her success in the Peloponnesian War Sparta ascended to become the dominant power in the first quarter of the 4th cent. In the Greek world. 

Yet everything changed for Sparta all of a sudden after her defeat at Leuctra in 371 in the hand of the Thebans. Please answer the following 

questions: 

a. The classical historiography has been known for its political and military nature but this passage in its analysis of Sparta is rather different. 

What is its nature? And what is it about? 

b. Is the explanation provided by the philosopher in this passage sufficient for the drastic change Spartan underwent? 

( 25%) 
~ 

I2B , Tacitus, The Histories I, 4 

... Although Nero's death had at first been welcomed with outbursts of joy, it roused varying emotions, not only in the city among the senators and 

people and the city soldiery, but also among all the legions and generals; for the secret of empire was now revealed, that an emperor could be 

made elsewhere than at Rome. The senators rejoiced and immediately made full use of their liberty, as was natural, for they had to do with a new 

emperor who was still absent. The leading members of the equestrian class were nearly as elated as the senators. The respectable part of the 

common people and those attached to the great houses, the clients and freedmen of those who had been condemned and driven into exile, were 

all roused to hope. The lowest classes, addicted to the circus and theatre, and with them the basest slaves, as well as those men who had wasted 

their property and, to their shame, were wont to depend on Nero's bounty, were cast down and grasped at every rumor. 

Please answer these questions: 

a. Please describe the context of this passage. 

b. What kind of general mood does it express? Why? (Please take into account the historian himself) 

c. Please elaborate this sentence: "the secret of empire was now revealed, that an emperor could be made elsewhere than at Rome." 

( 25%) 
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