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To many observers in the late 1930s, the day of liberal parliamentary democracy appeared to be
ending. The disruptions arising from World War I and the social and economic turmoil of the depression
seemed to pose problems that liberal governments could not address. Only the radical medicine of
socialism, communisti or right-wing dictatorships seemed capable of resolving the crisis.

The interwar period also departed from the nineteenth-century ideal of laissez-faire economics, in
which central governments assumed little responsibility for guiding the economies of their countries. The
German inflation of the early 1920s, the worldwide financial collapse of the late 1320s, the vast
unemployment of the early 1930s, and the agricultural crisis of both decades roused demands for
government action as millions of people experienced real and often sudden.economic hardship and
suffering. One reason of these demands was simply that more governments were responsible to mass
democratic electorates. Governments that failed to address the problems were put out of office. This
happened to the Republicans in the United States, the Socialist and Liberal parties in Germany and all
governments that failed to deal with the depression. paradoxically, many democratic electorates actually
turned themselves over to politically authoritarian regimes as they searched for social and economic
stability.

Extreme forms of nationalism in Europe spawned authoritarianism. The authoritarian governments of
Germany, ltaly all had agendas of nationalistic aggression. They shared the nineteenth-century conviction
that territorial expansion was essential to national prestige and economic security. As a result they were
prepared to move wherever they saw fellow nationals living outside their borders (a legacy of the creation of
nation-states in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries) or where they could establish dominance over
other peoples and thus become imperial powers. ltaly invaded Ethiopia. Germany sought union with
German-speaking peoples in Austria and Czechoslovakia and to expand throughout Eastern Europe. In tun,
those actions challenged the dominance of Great Britain and the vital security interests of the United States.
By the end of the 1930s, the authoritarian regimes and the liberal democracies stood on the brink of a major
confrontation. (Craig, Graham, Kagan, Ozment, Turner, The Heritage of World Civilizations. 'The interwar
period in Europe and the United States.’ pp. 954-5)

1. Why did economic crisis of the Great Depression in 1929 lead to the rise of authoritarian regimes such
as Fascism in Germany and Italy during this period ? Why did authoritarian governments seem can
solute economic hardship and social instability ?  (13%)

2. What was the relationship between extreme nationalism and the outbreak of World War 1?  (12%)




ot )| BIZERIIAER 105 BB EE L EAZHHE
% B ERER : .

SRE  ESE et  EEREE 0207 B4
F3IH H3H

M9~ UM ERSCFERUE — a2 BRMBAY IR R H IR - BREL T F % [EE T ERIRE

Two remarkable political and economic developments have shaped our era: democratization and
globalization......An unprecedented series of economic linkages, generally termed globalization, has
paralleled the spread of democracy. This process has included the forging of new trade and
manufacturing agreements among the industrial nations. Globalization has reduced trade barriers,
including tariffs and other regulations that have hindered the circulation of goods, services, and labor
among nations. The emergence of such worldwide trading and investment networks has led to the
consolidation of economic enterprises as owners of capital seek to locate their centers of production in
the mot advantageous labor and resource markets. The giant corporations of the United States, Europe
and Asia now operate in a multinational setting.

Globalization’s supporters believe that it will produce more goods and services at a lower cost to
consumers than a highly regulated economy could. Its critics argue that globalization will concentrate
power in the hands of unregulated corporations and that governments have surrendered too much of
their authority to regulate the economy, preserve the environment , and protect workers. The critics also
believe that the new economic structures mean that poor nations, many of them the emerging nations
become poorer so that rich nations can become richer. Globalization rode the wave of prosperity that
seems to have crested in the late 1990s. f remains to be seen what will occur in the more difficult times
of our present decade.

The debate over globalization has made both its admirers and detractors more aware of the vast
areas of deep poverty that persist around the world, especially in South and Central America, the
Caribbean, Africa, and much of Asia—regions that still struggle with legacy of European colonialism.
Most of these regions were impoverished by early stages of globalization in the late nineteenth century
before globalization achieved its present momentum, but the enormous and widely advertised
prosperity of so much of the Northern Hemisphere has made the poorer regions more conscious of their
poverty and especially in Africa and the Middle East, ripe for political extremism. ...As the most
prosperous nation and the unchallenged superpower, the United States has become the target of those
suffering from and opposed to globalization.

( Craig, Graham, Kagan, Ozment, Turner, The Heritage of World Civilizations. 'The interwar period in
Europe and the United States.” pp. 1090-1 )
1. Why did globalization become predominant in the end of the ZOth—century ? What are the arguments of
the proponents and opponents of globalization? | {(13%)
2. How has the legacy of European coloniatism in the end of the 19™-century affected the Middle East and
Africa in the late 20™-century? (12%)




