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2 ~ “I believe in one God, and no more; and I hope for happiness beyond this life.

I believe in the equality of man; and I believe that religious duties consist in doing justice, loving
mercy, and endeavoring to make our fellow-creatures happy.

But, lest it should be supposed that I believe many other things in addition to these, I shall, in the
progress of this work, declare the things I do not believe, and my reasons for not believing them.

I do not believe in the creed professed by the J ewish church, by the Roman church, by the Greek
cﬁurch, by the Turkish church, By the Protestant church, nor by any church that I know of. My own mind
is my own church. [...] ' ‘

When also I am told that a woman called the Virgin Mary, said, or gave out, that she was with child
without any cohabitation with a man, and that her betrothed husband, Joseph, said that an angel told him
so, I have a right to believe them or not; such a circumstance required a much stronger evidence than
their bare word for it; but we have not even this--for neither Joseph nor Mary wrote any such matter
themselves; it is only reported by others that they said so--it is hearsay upon hearsay, and I do not choose
to rest my belief upon such evidence.

[...] The story, so far as relates to the supernatural part, has every mark of fraud and imposition
stamped upon the face of it.” ' )

~-Thomas Paine, The Age of Reason, 1794.
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