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“The idea which I develop in this pamphlet is an age-old one: the establishment of a Jewish State. / The
world resounds with outcries against the Jews, and this what awakens the dormant idea... / I believe I
understand anti-Semitism, a highly complex movement. [...] I think I can discern in it the elements of
vulgar sport, of common economic rivalry, of inherited prejudice, of religious intolerance-- but also of a
supposed need for self-defense. To my mind, the Jewish Question is neither a social nor a religious one,
even though it may assume these and other guises. It is a national question, and to solve it we must first
of all establish it as an international political problem which will have to be settled by the civilized nations
of the world in council. / We are a people, one people. / [...] Now, all this may seem to be a long-drawn-
out affair. [...] [JJust as soon as we begin to implement the plan, anti-Semitism will immediately grind to

a halt everywhere...”

-- Theodor Herzl, The Jewish State, 1896.
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