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Do not let the reader expect herg, more than in the description &f
earlier centuries, minute details of wars, of attacks on towns cak;n
and retaken by force of arms, surrendered and:given back by treatiLs,

A thousand events interesting to contemporaries are lost to the ey+s

of posterity and disappear, leaving only to view great happenings that
have fixed the destiny of empires, Every event that occurs is not %orth
recording, In this history we shall confine ourselves to that whic#
deserves the attention of all time, which paints the spirit and th%
customs of men, which may serve for instruction and to counsel theilove
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of virtue, of the arts and of the fatherland,
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