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Kent's disciples--Fichte, Hegel, schopenhausr——twisted or ﬂnpiifiﬁd
hle teaﬂhings; Coleridge in Ergland and ¥ickor tnuéin in France adapicd
to htme use what saoemed foktling, The achool a2 B whole waE known as
Gernan Idealism because it reliesd on the distincticon between tha thinking
subject and the percelwved ocbiact; "idea" and "thing® were unllike, but ldea
[or the mind) played a role in shaping the renlity of things, fros which
darived all stability and reguilarity in the universe. '

Srebliity WS desirakle az a guaranter of natural aciance, pub to any
angarvar.uf human histﬁry it geemed contradictad by evahis, espacially
thcae =zince tha French Ravalﬁtinn. Hegel, coming after Kant and withess-
ing Hapolesnrs ¥lctory at Jema in 1806, was therefors impelled to modify
the Kantlan logic. To ascoupnt for the gweat torrent ©f human history, ha
_imaqined 8 logic of movenant, by which opposing forces are in yerpetual
battle. Helthor side winz, but the upshét of thelr sbtruggle ia an amaloan
of their rival intentlons. Hegel celled the pros and the ¢ons and thedr
surtivers theels, antlthesis, and syntheele. Human affairs ara over in
djlalectic(dialoguing) progression. At Limes a "world-historical figure®
{Enthar, Napslesn) embodiasz the aspirations of the masses and gives them
effact through wai, revoiutlon, or religicus refornetion. Bukt throughout
the succession ¢f ovents, what is taking place iz tha unfolding nf.spirit
or Iden taking ont itself the concrete forme of the real. Hegelfsz wae
another versiocn of evolution and progrezss, Eopr he Foretold the axtension
of liberty to all men a= tha rulfillment of history. It is interesting
to nota thaﬁ until 134F or. '50 Hegel wag generally consideread a dangerous
revoletionary, a believer in an lryealgtihle proaress that mankind must

earn by blocd and battle. Kerl Marx, as a younger Hegelisn, was to carry

out Hegel's unepokan pramles o a different Lage,
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athar"ﬂranches wf tﬁé.all—pﬂwarful German-philusuphy
but can be spoken of only &g thay relats to high Romantie theme=. Fichte’s
modification of Xant made the ago the "ocrestoen of ﬁhe wokld, an oxtrame
axtanzion or generalizatiop of Individualien. At tha other extroma, but
nore . in tune with contemporaay scicpnce and act, Schelling mada natunre
the 8otrce of aill energy, frem whioh individwal congolousnees takes off
to boscme the obearver of the universze. Hoture iz work & of art and man
1=, B0 o say, ite tritic, and because human oconsciousness resirlte from

an act of salf-Iimitation, it parceives mows] guty and femla the wnaad En
warahlp,




