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After 1950, the newly independent nations of Asia and Africa, unpre-
pared to stand alone, also called for help. The United States, having
pressed its allies to liberate ctheir colonies. felt obliged to aid, m the naively
optinuistic expectation that all would shortly follow the Western course
of modernization. Political expediency also made Latin American coun-
tries beneficiaries of assistance, although they had gamed independence a
century or more earlier. In an assumption of breathtaking boldness,
product of pure American faich, policymakers crowded into 2 single
catecory the Indiuan Brahmine, the Arabian Shetks, Congolese tribesmen,
mnd Argentine cattlemen, The catcgory “underdeveloped” implied thar
40y society, any culwre. any political arder, if nudged i the righe
direction, could evolve 3 self-sustaining industrial systetn, The substanrial
sums provided rarely achieved the permanent reforms the rhetornic enun-
ciated. But they had ar Jeasr a palliative cffect in suftfering regions. A
galaxy of private yoluntary organizations, heirs of the old Missicnary
tradition, supplemented the work of government agencies.®
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