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Du Bois, on the other hand, desired not only organized self-segregation, but
also insisted that his people should be allowed to participate fully in the common
political, spiritual, and social life of the nation. These dual goals seemed
contradictory, since they ignored the realities of the American milieu. A highly
disciplined, almost bureaucratic, Negro social and economic system would have
preserved in the minds of both races a sense of detached destinies and fostered
among the colored people a glorification of separateness, thereby making it
impossible for them to achieve full participation in the larger society.

Actually, the Negro world both intrigued and repelled Du Bois. He was
disgusted by the disorganization, ignorance, and immorality which he saw and he
condemned colored politicians, ministers, educators, and the rank and file. Yet
from the contributions of these same people he was determined to construct a
worthy way of life. He hoped to use the Negro university as the center of his
program; the institution was to train a brain trust and sponsor systematic social
research (representing the basis for social action). He called upon Negroes to
establish their own social services, unions, and industrial enterprises under the
exclusive direction of Negro “captains of industry.” Of course, his ideas were
impractical for a marginal and uneducated group, His faith in college-trained
Negroes was often misplaced, since many viewed education as a symbol of status
and exploitation, and not as a tool for race advancement.
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It was Charles de Gaulle who first charted this course. He tried to break away
from the U.S. by, for example, ordering American troops out of France and
withdrawing from the military structure of NATO. But during the cold war this was
not realistic. The Soviet threat loomed. Today, with the Warsaw Pact dead, France
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can safely make its reach for grandeur.

De Gaulle said he was motivated always by “a certain idea of France.” Nostalgia
for that exalted status, hunger for imperial gloire, is what animates French policy
today. France does not expect to rival American but to tame it, restrain it, thwart
it-and to accept the world’s laurels for having led the way.

Not only would this make France leader of the global opposition. It would also
restore France to what it sees as its rightful place as leader of Europe. Which is why
the great subplot in the Iraq drama is the fate of Tony Blair. Blair represents precisely
the alternative vision-Churchillian vs. Gaullist-of accepting and working with
American leadership in the world. Chirac’s U.N. stand has caused Blair huge political
difficulties at home, where much of his own Labour Party opposes him on Iraq. If
Blair can be politically destroyed, France will have demonstrated to the world the
price of going with America-and defying France. Other players-such as the East
Europeans, whom Chirac has already scolded for supporting the U.S.-will have to
think twice when deciding whether to go with America or the French-led opposition.
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