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Attempts to establish objective criteria for nationhood, or to explain why certain
groups have become ‘nations’ and others not, have often been made, based on single
criteria such as language or ethnicity or a combination of criteria such as language,
common territory, common history, cultural traits or whatever else .. All such
objective definitions have failed, for the obvious reason that, since only some
members of the large class of entities which fit such definitions can at any time be
described as ‘nations’, exceptions can always be found...

Like most serious students, I do not regard the ‘nation’ as a primary nor as an
unchanging social entity. It belongs exclusively to a particular, and historically recent,
period. It is a social entity only insofar as it relates to a certain kind of modern
territorial state, the ‘nation-state’, and it is pointless to discuss nation and nationality
except insofar as both relate to it. Moreover, with Gellner I would stress the element
of artifact, invention and social engineering which enters into the making of nations.
‘Nations as a natural, God-given way of classifying men, as an inherent ... political
destiny, are a myth; nationalism, which sometimes takes pre-existing cultures and
turns them into nations, sometimes invents them, and often obliterates pre-existing
cultures: that is a reality.’ In short, for the purposes of analysis nationalism comes
before nations. Nations do not make states and nationalisms but the other way round.
(E. I Hobsbﬁwm, Nations and Nationalism since 1780; Programme, Myth, Reality (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1990) pp. 5-6, 9-10.)
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Marxism may also be seen as a distinctive approach to the analysis of society,
especially in terms of historical processes of change ... In particular this has involved
historical materialist methodology rooted in the belief that the structure of society and
human relations in all their forms are the product of material conditions and '
circumstances rather than of ideas, thought, or consciousness. This raises the problem
of ‘determinism’ in Marxiém, since an emphasis on material forces of economic
production and the social relations of production (i.e. class relations) inevitably
suggests that these are the key factors which have shaped, and which continue to
shape, the process of historical change. (A. lain Mclean and Alistair McMillan (eds.), The
Concise Oxford Dictionary of Politics (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2003), p. 338)

According to Engels’s 1892 introduction to Socialism: Utopian and Scientific,
historical materialism ‘designate[s] that view of the course of history which seeks the
ultimate cause and the great moving power of all important historic events in the
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economic development of society, in the changes in the modes of production and
exchange, in the consequent division of society into distinct classes, and in the
struggle of these classes against one another.” (B. Tom Bottomore {ed.), 4 Dictionary of
Marxit Thought (Oxford: Blackwell, 1983), p. 206)
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