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The new history is history written in deliberate reaction against the traditional
‘paradigm’, that useful if imprecise terms put into circulation by the American
historian of science Thomas Kuhn. It will be convenient to describe this traditional
paradigm as ‘Rankean history’, after the great German historian Leopold von Ranke
(1795-1886), although he was less confined by it than his followers were. We might
also call this paradigm the common-sense view of history, not to praise it but to make
the point that it has often - too often - been assumed to be the way of doing history,
rather than being perceived as one among various possible approaches to the past ...
According to the traditional paradigm, history is essentially concerned with politics ...
The new history, on the other hand, has come to be concerned with virtually every
human activity ... In the last thirty years, we have seen a number of remarkable
histories of topics which had not previously been thought to possess a history, for
example, childhood, death, madness, the climate, smells, dirt and cleanliness, gestures,
the body, femininity, reading, speaking, and even silence. What had previously been
considered as unchanging is now viewed as a ‘cultural construction’, subject to
variation over time as well as in space.

The cultural relativism implicit here deserves to be empha312ed The
philosophical foundation of the new history is the idea that reality is socially or
culturally constituted ... This relativism also undermines the traditional distinction-

between what is central in history and what is peripheral.

Peter Burke, New Perspectives on Historical Writing.

- FEEREA NI FZ ABEREE TR atiw Ll FRH i g T EE
HZEEIRER - (25%)

In what relation do the Communists stand to the proletarians as a whole?

The Communists do not form a separate party opposed to other working-class
parties. They have no interests separate and apart from those of the proletariat as a
whole. They do not set up any sectarian principles of their own, by .v.vhich to shape
and mould the proletarian movement.

The Communists are distinguished from the other working-class parties by this
only: _

(1) In the national struggles of the proletarians of the different countries, they point
out and bring to the front the common interests of the entire proletariat,

independently of nationality ...
The theory of the Communists may be summed up in the single sentence:
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Abolition of private property ... Property, in its present form, is based on the
antagonism of capital and wage labour. Let us examine both sides of this antagonism.
To be a capitalist, is to have not only a purely personal, but a social status in
production. Capital is a collective product, and only by the united action of many
members, nay, in the last resort, only by the united action of all members of society,
can it be set in motion.
Capital is, therefore, not a personal,b it is a social power.

Kar] Marx and Frederick Engels, The Communist Manifesto






