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In our time, Leonardo da Vinci’s fame rests on his genius as a painter,
engineer and inventor, but in his own day he was also renowned as a
musician.

References to his skill can be found in the comments of his
contemporaries: the mathematician Lucca Pacioli described Leonardo, in
his De divina proportione (Milan, 1497), as “...the worthy painter,
master of perspective, architect and immensely gifted musician”, and
Giovanni Lomazzo, in his Libro dei sogni of 1563, wrote, “and like
Pindar of Tebes, the prince of all those who in his time played the lyre...I
judged Leonardo da Vinci the painter, who, as all of you may know, was
without equal in his day in playing the lyre.”
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