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1. Maryis a 4 year-old female patient who weighs 36 pounds. The physician wants
to give captopril to her. What is an acceptable dose of captopril for Mary? How do
you prepare the powder packets for 3 days by using captopril 25 mg tablets?
(Usual pediatric dose of captopril — oral, 300 mcg per kg of body weight three
times a day; Weight of each captopril 25 mg tablet is 200 mg) { 47

2. For a certain oral amoxicillin suspension, it is required to add 60 mL of Purified
Water into the bottle to give 100 mL of a suspension. The concentration after
reconstitution is 250 mg/5 mL. If a prescription requires a dose of 165 mg/5 mL,

how would you prepare the suspension? How much Purified Water should be

added? (—+47)

3. What are the basic ingredients in the total parenteral nutrition (TPN)? What are
non-protein calories? Why are non-protein calories essential in TPN? {93 )

4. What are the nine classes of antihypertensive agents? Give examples in generic
name of each class. (47 )

5. How many types of oral hypoglycemic agents are used for diabetes? What is the
glycemic goal in controlling diabetes? ( -}-43)

6. What are the medications used in prevention and treatment of osteoporosis other
than estrogen and related hormones? ( 147 )

7. What are the factors that should be taken into consideration when selecting
non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs? ( F47)

8. Explain evidence-based medicine (EBM). What are the information resources that
you use most often? (47 )

9. After reading the interpretation of the professional characteristics in the following
paragraphs, give your answers for the two questions in Chinese.
(1) What are the major elements that make the pharmacist to be a profession? {(+
)
(2) What is the weakness of pharmacy profession in Taiwan? {473 )
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The first characteristic of a professional is possession of a specialized body of
knowledge; using this body of knowledge enables the practitioner to perform a
highly useful social function. All lawful occupations provide some positive benefit
to society and are based on specialized knowledge. The professions generally are
more socially useful than many other occupations, but social utility alone does not
make an occupation a profession.

An applied body of knowledge may be composed of knowledge of a manual skill
or intellectual knowledge. The latter 1s of primary significance as a criterion for
professions. The pharmacist is not considered a professional because of good
typing skill. Rather, he or she possesses the relevant professional knowledge about
drugs and patients that permit the pharmacist 1o advise patients and prescribers
concerning drug therapy, detect drug interactions, select appropriate product
sources and exercise professional judgment.

The exercise of proper judgment 1s a key element in this first professional
characteristic. Professional services traditionally are rendered to an individual
rather than to a group. Using the specialized body of knowledge of the profession
and the intellectual abilities of the professional, the practitioner makes a judgment
as to the best course of treatrment for each individual.

The second characteristic of a professional is a set of specific attitudes that
influence professional behavior. The basic component of this set of attitudes is
altruism, an unselfish concern for the welfare of others: “The professional man, 1t
has been said, does not work in order to be paid: he is paid in order that he may
work. Every decision he makes in the course of his career is based on his sense of
what is right, not on his estimate of what is profitable.”

Professionals are concerned with matters that are vital to the health or well-being
of their clients. The practitioner employs highly specialized techmcal knowledge,
which the patient or client does not possess. Both the client’s lack of knowledge
and the vital nature of professional services provide the professional with an
opportunity to exploit the client.

Social sanction, the third characteristic of a professional, is a resultant effect of the
two charactenistics already discussed. Whether an occupation is considered to be a
profession depends, to a large degree, on whether society views it as such. One
measure of social sanction is the granting of exclusive rights of practice through
the licensing power of the state.

Licensing not only attempts to protect the public from incompetent practitioners,
but also frequently creates a relationship of trust between society and the

professionals, because within the sphere of professional activities, the professional
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exercises an authoritative power over patients. Given the legal monopoly inherent
i professional licensing, the failure of society to impose further controls on the
profession is sanctioning the profession’s performance and self-regulation.

Thus, professions have evolved as occupations connected with high status. The
functional relationship of professions to society reinforces their status position,
and the status itself acts as a motivating factor in the drive of any occupation to
gain recognition as a profession.
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