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1. Read the following text and answer the questlon that immediately follows it. This
question is worth 10 points.

Americans have always been interested in their Presidents’ wives. Many First Ladies
have been remembered because of the ways they have influenced their husbands.  Other
First Ladies have made the history books on their own.

At least two First Ladies, Bess Truman and Lady Bird Johnson, made it their business to
send signals during their husbands’ speeches. When Lady Bird Johnson thought her
husband was talking too long, she wrote a note and sent it up to the platform. It read, “It’s
time to stop!” And he did. Once Bess Truman didn’t like what her husband was saying on
television, so she phoned him and said,” If you can’t talk more politely than that in public,
you come right home.” '

Abigail Fillmore and Eliza Johnson actually taught their husbands, Millard Fillmore and
Andrew Johnson, the thirteenth and seventeenth Presidents. A schoolteacher, Abigail
eventually married her pupil, Millard. When Eliza Johnson married Andrew, he could not
read or write, so she taught him herself.

It was First Lady Helen Taft’s idea to plant the famous cherry trees in Washington, D. C.
Each spring these blossoming trees attract thousands of visitors to the nation’s capital. Mrs.
Taft also influenced the male members of her family and the White House staff in a strange
way: she convinced them to shave off their beards!

Shortly after President Wilson suffered a stroke, Edith Wilson unofficially took over
most of the duties of the Presidency until the end of her husband’s term. Earlier, during World
War I, Mrs. Wilson had had sheep brought onto the White House lawn to eat the grass. The
sheep not only kept the lawn mowed but provided wool for an auction sponsored by the First
Lady. Almost $100,000 was raised for the Red Cross.

Dolly Madison saw to it that a magnificent painting of George Washmgton was not
destroyed during the War of 1812.  As the British marched toward Washington, D. C., she
remained behind to rescue the painting, even after the guards had left. The painting is the
only object from the original White House that was not burned.

One of the most famous First Ladies was Eleanor Roosevelt, the wife of President
Franklin D. Roosevelt, She was active in political and social causes throughout her
husband’s tenure in office.  After his death, she became famous for her humanitarian work
in the United Nations. She made life better for thousands of needy people around the world.

What is the main idea of this passage?

The Humanitarian work of the First Ladies is critical in American government.
Dolly Madison was the most influential president’s wife.

Eleanor Roosevelt transformed the First Lady image.

The First Ladies are important in American culture.

The First Ladies are key supporters of the Presidents.
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2. Read the following text and answer the question that immediately follows it. This
guestion is worth 10 points.

Most people think it’s fine to be “busy as a beaver.” Little do they know. Beavers may
work hard, but often they don’t get much done.

Beavers are supposed to be great tree cutters. It is true that a beaver can gnaw through
a tree very quickly. (A six-inch birch takes about ten minutes.) But then what? Often the
beaver does not make use of the tree. One expert says that beavers waste one out of every
five trees they cut.

For one thing, they do not choose their trees wisely. One bunch of beavers cut down a
cottonwood tree more than one hundred feet tall. Then they found that they could not move
1t

In thick woods a tree sometimes won’t fall down. It gets stuck in the other trees. Of
course, doesn’t think to cut down the trees that are in the way. So a good tree goes to waste.

Some people think that beavers can make a tree fall the way they want it to. Not true.
(In fact, a beaver sometimes gets pinned under a falling tree.) When beavers cut a tree near
a stream, it usually falls into the water. But they do not plan it that way. The fact is that
most trees lean toward the water to start with.

Now what about dam building? Most beaver dams are wonders of engineering. The
best ones are strongly built of trees, stones, and mud. They are wide at the bottom and
narrow at the top. ' ‘

Beavers think nothing of building a dam more than two hundred feet long.  One dam,
in Montana, was more than two thousand feet long. The largest one ever seen was in New
Hampshire. It stretched four thousand feet. It made a lake large enough to hold forty
beaver homes. .

So beavers do build good dams. But they don’t always build them in the right places.
They just don’t plan, They will build a dam across the widest part of the stream. They
don’t try to find a place where the stream is narrow.  So a lot of their hard work is wasted.

Beavers should learn that it’s not enough to be busy.  You have to know what you’re
doing, too. For example, there was one Oregon beaver that really was a worker. It decided
10 fix a leak in a man-made dam. After five days of work it gave up. The leak it was
trying to block was the lock that boats go through.

What is the main idea of this passage?

Beaver’s may be hard working animals, but they don’t always choose the most efficient
mechanisms.

Beavers are excellent dam builders.

New Hampshire was the site of the largest beaver dam.

Beavers are well developed tree cutters.

Beavers are poor surveyors of aquatic environments in some cases.
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3. Read the following text and answer the question that immediately follows it, This
question is worth 10 points.

In 1976, Sichan Siv was crawling through the jungle, trying to escape from Cambodia.
By 1989, however, Siv was working in the White House, in Washington D. C., as an advisor
to the President of the United States. How did this strange journey come about?

Like millions of Cambodians, Siv was a victim of a bloody civil war. One of the sides
in this war was the Cambodian government. The other was a group called the Khmer Rouge.
When the Khmer Rouge won the war, the situation in Cambodia got worse. Many people .
were killed, while others were forced into hard labor. Sometimes entire families were wiped
out. -

Siv came from a large family that lived in the capital of Cambodia.  After finishing
high school, Siv worked for a while with a Cambodian airline company. Later, he taught
English. After that, he took a job with CARE, an American group that was helping victims
of the war.

Siv had hoped to leave Cambodia before the Khmer Rouge took over the country.
Unfortunately, he was delayed. As a result, he and his family were taken from their homes
and forced to labor in rice fields. After a while, Siv managed to escape. He rode an old
bicycle for miles, trying to reach Thailand where he would be free and safe. For three
weeks he slept on the ground and tried to hide from the soldiers who were looking for him.
Caught at last, he was afraid he would be killed. Instead, he was put into a labor camp,
where he worked eighteen hours each day without rest.  After several months, he escaped
again; this time he made it. The journey, however, was a terrifying one,  After three days
of staggering on foot through mile after mile of thick bamboo, Siv ﬁnally made his way to
Thailand.

Because he had worked for an American charity group, Siv quickly found work in a
refugee camp. Soon he was on his way to the states. He arrived in June of 1976 and got a
job-first picking apples and then cooking in a fast-food restaurant.  Siv, however, wanted
more than this; he wanted to work with people who, like himself, had suffered the hardship of
leaving their own countries behind.  Siv decided that the best way to prepare for this kind of
work was to go to college. He wrote letters to many colleges and universities. They were
impressed with his school records from Cambodia, and they were impressed with his bravery.
Finally, in 1980, he was able to study at Columbia University in New York City. After
finishing his studies at Columbia, Siv took a job with the United Nations. He married an
American woman and became a citizen. After several more years, he felt that he was very
much a part of his new country.

In 1988, Siv was offered a job in the White House workmg for President Reagan’s
closest advisors. It was a difficult job, and he often had to work long hours. However the
long hard work was worth it, because Siv got the opportunity to help refugees in his work.

What is the main idea of this passage?

Persistence and courage are global ideas.

Siv covered a large area during his life.

Siv persevered to become an American citizen

Siv overcame numerous challenges to come to American and help others.
Siv persevered to become an American citizen.

mOQwe

(F@i54 28 Nk ES)




BEAAASH+ESEEALEREHHRA % g H YR
AT M 599 T EEAIRIBWTEAT B (B’ ’

SHBRETLGANES : OTRRE - VATER  (BeEEHoE)

4. Read the following text and answer the question that immediately follows it. This
question is worth 10 points,

What if someone told you about a kind of grass that grows as tall as the tallest trees? A
grass that can be made as strong as steel? A grass from which houses, furniture, boats, and
hundreds of other useful things can be made? A grass that you would even enjoy eating?
Would you believe that person? You should, for that grass is bamboo, the “wood” of 1,001
uses.

Bamboo may look like wood, but it is part of the family of plants that includes wheat, -
oats, and barley. It is a kind of grass. This grass is not just a material for making useful
products. Young bamboo is eaten, often mixed with other vegetables, in many Asian foods.

Bamboo grows in many parts of the world. In the United States it grows in an area
from Virginia west to Indiana and south to Florida, Louisiana, and Texas. Most bamboo,
however, is found in warm, wet climates, especially in Asia and on the islands of the South
Pacific Ocean.

In most Asian countries, bamboo is nearly as important as rice. Many Asians live in
bamboo houses. They sit on bamboo chairs and sieep on bamboo mats. They fence their
land with bamboo and use the wood for cages for chickens and pigs.

Bamboo is used to build large buildings as well as homes. When it is glued in layers, it
becomes as strong as steel.  On some islands in the South Pacific, bamboo is even used for
water pipes. This extraordinary material has many other uses. It is used to make musical
instruments, such as flutes and recorders. Paper made from bamboo has been highly prized
by artists for thousands of years. '

Bamboo is light and strong, and it bends without breaking. It is cheap, floats on water,
almost never wears out, and is easy to grow. Nothing else on earth grows quite so fast as
bamboo. At times you can even see it grow! Botanists have recorded growths of more
than three feet in just twenty-four hours! ~ Bamboo is hollow and has a strong root system
that almost never stops growing and spreading. In fact, only after it flowers, an event that
may happen only once every thirty years, will bamboo die. '

There are more than a thousand kinds of bamboo. The smallest is only three inches tall
and one-tenth of an inch across. The largest reaches more than two hundred feet in height
and seven inches in diameter. No wonder, then, that the lives of nearly half the people on
earth would change enormously if there were no longer any bamboo. No wonder, too, that
to many people bamboo is a symbol of happiness and good fortune.

What is the main idea of this passage?

Bamboo has at least 2,000 uses.

Bamboo grows at an amazing rate and is found primarily in Asia.
Bamboo is an amazing grass that can be used in multiple ways.
There are at least a 1,000 types of bamboo.

Bamboo could be considered a flower in some cases.
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5. Read the following text and answer the question that immediately follows it. This
question is worth 10 points,

Every year since 1986, some of the world’s most daring runners have gathered in the
desert of Morocco.  They are there to take part in one of the most difficult races in the world.
The Marathon of the Sands, as it is called, covers over 125 miles of desert and mountain
wilderness. The runners complete the course in fewer than seven days, and they run with
their food, clothing, and sleeping bags on their backs.

The Marathon of the Sands was founded in 1986 by Patrick Bauer. His idea wasto
give the runners, who come from all over the world, a special kind of adventure. Most of
the runners in this race have found that they form deep friendships with the other runners
during their days and nights in the desert. Facing terrible heat and complete exhaustion, they
learn much about themselves and each other.

For most of the runners, though, the challenge of the race is the main reason for coming.
On the first day, for example, they run fifteen miles across a desert of sand, rocks, and thorny
bushes. Few runners finish the day without blistered and raw feet. They also suffer from a
lack of water. (They are allowed less than nine quarts of water during each day of the race.)
Most of all, they are exhausted when they arrive at the campsite for the night.

The second day, the runners are up at 6:00 A. M. Within a few hours, it is 100 degrees
F, but the runners do not hesitate. They must cover eighteen miles that day, That night,

- theyrest. They must be ready for the next day’s run.

On the third day, the runners must climb giant sand dunes- the first they have faced,
Dust and sand mix with the runners’ sweat. Soon their faces are caked with mud. After
fifteen miles of these conditions, the runners finally reach their next camp.

The race continues like this for four more days. The fourth and fifth days are the worst,
On the fourth day, the runners pass through a level stretch and a beautiful, tree-filled oasis,
but then, on this and on the next day, they cross more than twenty-one miles of rocks and
sand dunes. The temperature soars to 125 degrees F, and many runners cannot make it.
Helicopters rush fallen runners to medical help. Runners who make it to the end of the fifth
day know that the worst is over.

On the sixth day, heat and rocks punish the racers terribly. In the Valley of Dra, the
wind picks up and, as the desert heat is thrust against them with great force, they grow more
and more exhausted.

The seventh day is the last, with only twelve miles to be covered, The dusty, tired,
blistered runners set out at daybreak. Near the finish line, children race along with the
runners, for everybody has caught the excitement. The ones who have run the whole
marathon know they have accomplished what most people could not even dream of.

“During the hard moments,” says one contestant who has raced here twice, “I’d think, ‘Why
am [ here?” ThenI'd realize I was there to find my limits.”

What is the main idea of this passage?

The Marathon of the Sands race tests the 11m1ts of human endurance.
The runners run at their own pace.

The race causes the strong to stumble and the weak to not finish.
The seventh day is the hardest day of the race.

Every runner runs the race to find their human limits.
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6. Read the following text and answer the question that immediately follows it. This
question is worth 10 points,

High in the Andes Mountains in Peru: stands the ancient city of Machu Picchu. No one
knows why this great city was built, nor is it likely that we will ever know. Nevertheless, the
deserted city of Machu Picchu is important for what it reveals about the ancient Inca people
of South America.

The Incas once ruled a great empire that covered a large part of the South American
continent. The empire was more than five hundred years old when the first Spanish
explorers, looking for gold, went to that continent in the sixteenth century.

The Incas were an advanced people. They were skillful engineers who paved their
roads and built sturdy bridges. They plowed the land in such a way that rains would not
wash away valuable soil. They dug ditches to carry water into dry areas for farming.

Even though they did not know about the wheel, the Incas were able to move huge stone
blocks- some as heavy as ten tons- up the sides of mountains to build walls. The blocks
were fitted so tightly, without cement of any kind, that it would be impossible to slip a knife
blade between them! The walls have stood firm through great storms and earthquakes that
have destroyed many modern buildings.

The Incas were great artists, too. Today, Incan dishes and other kinds of pottery are
prized for their wonderful designs.  Since both gold and silver were in great supply, the
Incas created splendid objects from these precious metals.

While it is true that the Incas had no written language, they kept their accounts by using
a system of knotted strings of various lengths and colors. The sizes of the knots and the
distances between them represented numbers.

At its height, the Incan empire included as many as thirty million people. The emperor
 ruled them with an iron hand. He told his subjects where to live, what to plant, how long
they should work-even whom they could marry. Since he owned everything, the emperor
gave what he wished when he wished- and in the amount he wished -to his people.

In 1533 Spanish-explorers led by Francisco Pizarro murdered the emperor of the Incas.
Earlier, the heir to the Incan empire had also been killed. The Incas, who had always been
* entirely dependent on their emperor, now had no recognized leader. The Spaniards easily -
conquered the empire and plundered its riches.

Have the Incas disappeared from South America? Not at all. In Peru alone, once the
center of that great empire, eighty percent of the twenty million people are descendants of the
Inca people. Evidence of the Incan empire can be found in many other places in South
America as well.  You can even visit Machu Picchu.  The remains of this ancient city still
stand high in the mountains of Peru, an awesome tribute to this once powerful empire.

What is the main idea of this passage?

The Incas once inhabited the ancient city of Machu Picchu.

Peru was the primary country of the Incas.

The Incan empire can be found in ancient cities and was plundered by the Spanish.
Spanish conquerors destroyed the Incan empire in the thirteenth century.

Machu Picchu was the capital of the Incan empire. :
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Read the following passage; then answer Questions 11~15 that follow the passage. Each
of these questions is worth 8 points.

Marie Curie was one of the most accomplished scientists in history. Together with her
husband, Pierre, she discovered radium, an element widely used for treating cancer, and
studied uranium and other radioactive substances. Pierre and Marie’s amicable collaboration
later helped to unlock the secrets of the atom.

Marie was born in 1867 in Warsaw, Poland, where her father was a professor of physics.
At the early age, she displayed a brilliant mind and a blithe personality. Her great
exuberance for learning prompted her to continue with her studies after high school. She
became disgruntled, however, when she learned that the university in Warsaw was closed to
women. Determined to receive a higher education, she defiantly left Poland and in 1891
entered the Sorbonne, a French university, where she earned her master’s degree and
doctorate in physics.

Marie was fortunate to have studied at the Sorbonne with some of the greatest scientists
of her day, one of whom was Pierre Curie. Marie and Pierre were married in 1895 and spent
many productive years working together in the physics laboratory. A short time after they
discovered radium, Pierre was killed by a horse-drawn wagon in 1906. Marie was stunned
by this horrible misfortune and endured heartbreaking anguish. Despondently she recalled
their close relationship and the joy that they had shared in scientific research. The fact that
she had two young daughters to raise by herself greatly increased her distress.

Curie’s feeling of desolation finally began to fade when she was asked to succeed her
husband as a physics professor at the Sorbonne. She was the first woman to be given a
professorship at the world-famous university. In 1911 she received the Nobel Prize in

- chemistry for isolating radium. Although Marie Curie eventually suffered a fatal illness
from her long exposure to radium, she never became disillusioned about her work.
Regardless of the consequences, she had dedicated herself to science and to revealing the
mysteries of the physical world.

11. Marie had a bright mind and a __personality.
A. strong

B. lighthearted

C. humorous

D. strange

E. envious

12. When she learned that she could not attend the university in Warsaw, she felt .
A. hopeless

B. annoyed

C. depressed

D. worried

E. none of the above

13. Marie ___ by leaving Poland and traveling to France to enter the Sorbonne.
challenged authority

showed intelligence

behaved

was distressed

answer not available in article (B& %M B R Y ﬁl %5)
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she remembered their joy together. -

Dejectedly

Worried
Tearfully
Happily
Sorrowfully

misfortune
anger
wretchedness
disappointment
ambition

. Her began to fade when she returned to the Sorbonne to succeed her husband.






