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I. Read the following passage and translate the underlined sentences into Chinese. Write your answers
according to the numbers marked behind the sentences. ( 40%; 10 points for each question)

Most of us already have a seat-of-pants sense of how birthrank affects personality. Firstborns are by
reputation the list makers and control freaks. Firstborns are supposedly at home in trades like accounting
and architecture—and maybe airline piloting. Frank Sulloway, a science historian at MIT, has spent
two decades gathering data on thousands of people involved in historic controversies—from the
Copernican revoluuon to the Protestant Reformauon—and runmng statistical tests to see what sets rebels

} mmne]mn_thronzhthe.nannal_world.il) Parental support is often the key toa youngster s
survival—and siblings are often the primary obstacles When food is scarce, chicks in a nest may gang

'competmon may. take different forms in the New Jersey suburbs than it does among peasants facing
starvation. But firstborns and later-borns still confront very different pressures and opportunities. And
by Sulloway’ s reckoning, their experiences should foster very different qualities of characters.

How, exactly, should they differ? Firstborns, who grow up knowing they’ re “bigger, stronger and
smarter than their younger siblings,” should be more assertive and dominant. They should also be
more jealous and status-conscious, having their younger trammeled turf invaded by newcomers. Their
early experience as parents’ lieutenants should make them more conscientious than later-borns. And
the favoritism they enjoy should leave them more closely wedded to their parents’ values and standards.

innovation, (3) People without s1bhngs fell somewhere between firstborns and later-boms on most
personality measures, but they were no more open to experience than were firstborns.
So far, so good. But did these psychological tests say anything about how people would behave
out in the world? That s where Sulloway s historical surveys come into play. To get at the roots of
real-life radicalism, he compiled biographical data on 6,566 people who have played public roles in

scientific or pohucal conn'overs1es over the past five cenumes _By_haymznanels_of_hlsmnans.mmmese
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II. What was the research question(s) Frank Sulloway set for his study? What kind of scientific method
did he apply to accomplish this study? Briefly answer the questions according to the above reading.
(20%) .

[I. Essay writing. (40%)

The government is planning to construct a nuclear power plant in a national beauty spot in an area where
not many people reside. Many environmentalists protest against this plan because the power plant will
destroy the nature. They also suggest that we should switch to renewable sources of energy, such as
wind and solar power. However, the official view is that renewable sources of energy will not be able to
provide more than a small portion of our needs, and “the industry needs energy now to develop, so to
ensure our economy growth,” said the Minister of Economy. What is your stand in this issue? Write
an essay to defend your stand and provide possible solutions to this issue.




