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I. Reading Comprehension, (20%)

Imagine you're a high school chemistry teacher. One of your students is a
shy, brilliant girl who routinely does “A” work. Another constantly chats
on her cell phone during lab time. She plays varsity soccer, chairs the
homecoming committee, and earns unspectacular grades.

Which student troubles you more?

Shockingly, a majority of teachers say they’re more worried about
the star pupil than the “C” student. And their sentiments mirror those of
most parents. A recent survey by the research group Public Agenda
found that 70 percent of parents said they’d be upset if their child re-
ceived excellent grades but had a limited extracurricular life. Only 16
percent wanted their children to get “mostly A’s.”

Similarly, 53 percent of America’s public school teachers worried
about “A” students with two or three friends, while only 29 percent wor-
ried about “C” students who were popular.

Why? According to the survey, a majority of the population agrees
that “People who are highly educated often turn out to be book smart

but lack the common sense and understanding of regular folks.” Unsur-
prisingly, this perception filters down to students. Research by Public

Agenda also reveals that “most teens view the academic side of school as
little more than ‘going through the motions.” Explained one Alabama
boy, “My parents don’t care if | makea C.”

In many communities, after-school activities are more sacrosanct
than academics. High school football victories garner more newspaper
ink than math decathlons. School plays confer greater status on their
participants than spelling bees. In perhaps the most bizarre example,
in 1991 a mother in Channelview, Texas, hired a man to murder the
mother of her daughter’s rival for a spot on the cheerleading squad.

The National Honor Society has never generated such feverish (albeit
insane) competition!

Historically, Americans have embraced a degree of anti-
intellectualism as a badge of our populist spirit. But as our economy
becomes increasingly reliant on technology, scientific research, and a
highly skilled work force, this attitude undermines our best interests,

Proof came earlier this year, in the form of the Third International
Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS). A comparison of academic per-
formance in 21 countries, TIMSS showed that U.S. 12th graders ranked
at or near the bottom in math and science.

TIMSS underscores the need for more rigorous curricula, higher
academic standards, and better teacher training. But policy changes
alone will not improve students’ performance. Our basic values need an
overhaul. As long as teachers, parents, and students remain suspicious
of intellectual excellence, we will function as a-tripod for mediocrity—
supporting a system that celebrates “averageness” over achievement.

What changes are in order?
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TIMSS offers some important clues. The test revealed that American
students spend less time doing homework and more time at after-school
jobs than do their international peers. Indeed, says researcher Gerald
Bracey, “The American vision of teenagerdom includes dating, malls,
cars, jobs, and extracurricular activities.” In the name of being “well
rounded,” many students are being spread too thin. We need to set new
priorities, with academics enshrined as the centerpiece.

I¢'s ironic that many teenagers are unenthusiastic about leaming at
a time in their lives when they’re generally passionate about everything
else. If we're going to cultivate world-class students, we adults may need
some remedial lessons ourselves. Says Kay Armstrong, a public school
librarian, “If children go into video arcades, it means they can operate a
computer. If they can recite rap songs, they can quote Shakespeare. The
problem is that we as educators have not learned what motivates this

generation.”
Poet William Butler Yeats once wrote, “Education is not filling up a

pail but lighting a fire.” Together, we must kindle the sparks fearlessly—
and encourage the flames to burn as high and as bright as they can.

1. According to the article, the nation has now a growing need in
A) populist spirit and common sense.

B) a highly skilled work force

C) more challenging math and science curricula

D) anti-intellectualism

2. Which of the following statements is correct based on the reading?

A) Extracurricular activities often attract larger media coverage compared to academic
work.

B) Unlike most parents, the majority of educators worry more about top students

C) Most parents cooperate with teachers to encourage extracurricular activities.

D) Star students are often book smart yet lack the common sense and understanding
of regular folks.

3. What does the expression “going through the motions” mean, in “Research by

Public Agenda also reveals that “most teens view the academic side of school as little

more than ‘going through the motions.’” (paragraph 5)?

A) School life tends to be dull because of insufficient stimulations and excitements.

B) Most teens move frequently and rapidly due to extracurricular activities or
part-time jobs.

C) Several motions must be passed before students accomplish their course work.

D) In terms of academic work, only the appeérance of learning, not the actual
learning, is taking place.
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4. What would be the best title for this article?

A) “Designing a More Rigorous Curriculum for Today’s College Education”

B) “Strategy to Promote National Compatibility: Encouragement or Pressure?”

C) “Fear of Heights: Teachers, Parents, and Students Are Wary of Achievement”
D) “The Decline of Intellectualism and Economic Depression in American Society”

II. Sum up the main idea of the above article in no more than two complete sentences,
in your own words. Repeating verbatim will not be accepted. (10%)

1II. Translate the underlined sentences in the following passages into English.
Please note that the translation must fit the original passage grammatically. The
English translation in each passage should be in one single sentence only. Start
your translation with the alphabet corresponding.to the passage in question. (40% )

Passage A
A person born in the twentieth century has witnessed a lot of transformations

take place in almost all areas of human life. For instance, traditionally, engineering
used to have a lot to do with orgamzmg factory productlon lines or finding the best

build things like robots or bridges; they build systems to make things work more
efficiently as well. Many people are excited by the challenges that these changes
offer, believing that living in the present time has certain advantages such as a higher
standard of living made possible by recent discoveries and inventions.

Passage B.

Growing up in a single-parent family burdened by poverty, Emily had a
somewhat different experience in her education. After classes every day, she dashed
to the nearby market to help her mother, who had a stand selling local cuisines there
to visitors, many of whom were foreign tourists. After she finally returned home
with her mother, she reviewed what she had learned at school that day and prepared
for the next day’s lesson before she went to bed. Often, she even stayed up late to
practice the vocabularies and expressions she had picked up from her mother’s
foreign customers. Not surpnsmgly, she was usually one of the top students at
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Passage C

Imagine getting no blame and no credit for the child you raise. It won’t be your
fault if the kid becomes a serial killer. But you won’t get to brag if she wins a Nobel
Prize. That's the idea behind a controversial book arriving in stores that says parents
can quit worrying about shaping a child’s personality. Judith Rich Harris, the author
of The Nurture Assumption, says after conception all the careful parenting in the
world—the bedtlme hugs and storybooks the timeouts and groundmgs—don’t make a

Passage D

Although good doctors can memorize lists of symptoms connected with different
diseases, patients don’t present themselves to doctors with neatly written lists of
symptoms. And they don’t have piles of money for endless experiments and tests,
either. Doctors need to know how to take important symptoms seriously and
disregard unimportant ones. This skill requires real thinking, not just memorization
and repetmon of facts. But good doctonng requlres even more. ﬁm

have been made to try to rede31gn school cumculum for the medical profession.

IV. English Essay Writing. (30%)

“The busy schedules that most adults face from day to day have created a rising
health problem in the modern world. Stress affects almost everyone, from the highly
pressured executive to the busy homemaker or student. It can cause a variety of
physical disorders, ranging from headaches to stomach ulcers and even alcoholism.
Stress, like a common cold, is a problem that can’t be cured; however, it can be
controlled.” Write a short essay responding to the above-mentioned idea. Include a
clear thesis statement logically supported by specific examples in your essay.
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