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Einhard: The Life of Charlemagne 28 (25%)

When he made his last journey thither, he also had other ends in view. The
Romans had inflicted many injuries upon the Pontiff Leo, tearing out his eyes and -
cutting out his tongue, so that he had been compelled to call upon the King for help
[Nov 24, 800]. Charles accordingly went to Rome, to set in order the affairs of the
Church, which were in great confusion, and passed the whole winter there. It was then
that he received the titles of Emperor and Augustus [Dec 25, 800], to which he at first
had such an aversion that he declared that he would not have set foot in the Church
the day that they were conferred, although it was a great feast-day, if he could have
foreseen the design of the Pope. He bore very patiently with the jealousy which the
Roman emperors showed upon his assuming these titles, for they took this step very
ill; and by dint of frequent embassies and letters, in which he addressed them as
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brothers, he made their haughtiness yield to his magnanimity, a quality in which he
was unquestionably much their superior.
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In 1243, the Senate and people of Rome broke a year-and-a-half deadlock by
locking the cardinals up until they finally elected a new pope. In 1271, the cardinals
were not only locked up, but were put on a diet of bread and water until they could
agree.

The pope chosen in 1271, Gregory X, formalized these drastic measures as
conclaves. Despite his efforts, 29 subsequent conclaves lasted more than a month, But
no conclave since 1831 has lasted more than four days.

Initially, a two-thirds majority is needed. But John Paul amended the rules to
allow for a simple majority after a three rounds of balloting and pauses.

Even the voting is rich in ritual. Each cardinal approaches the altar in the Sistine
Chapel, kneels and prays and uses a large plate to slide his ballot into a chalice. Three
cardinals, given the role of “scrutineers,” count the ballots: the first two remove and
tally the votes; the third announces the names and then passes a needle through the
first word printed on the ballots, “Eligo in summen pontificem” (I elect as Supreme
Pontiff).

The ballots are tied together by string and burned along with a special chemical.
Black smoke signifies the voting will continue. White smoke means a new pope has
been elected.

The new pope must utter the word “Accepto” (I accept) to formally seal the
selection.

Within hours, a senior cardinal will appear at the central window in St. Peter's
Basilica. A brief announcement will end with “Habemus papam” ("We have a pope™).
The new pontiff will then look out over St. Peter's Square.




