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# * Answer the questions following the English texts : (50% )
Rousseau argues for separate spheres for men and women ( B
HEMNESRE)

There is no parity between the two sexes in regard to the consequences of sex.
The male is male only at certain moments. The female is female her whole life or at
least during her whole youth. Everything constantly recalls her sex to her, and to
fulfill its functions well, she needs a constitution which corresponds to it. She needs
care during her pregnancy; she needs rest at the time of childbirth; she needs a soft
and sedentary life to suckle her children; she needs patience and gentleness, a zeal and
an affection that nothing can rebuff in order to raise her children. She serves as the
link between them and their father; she alone makes him love them and gives him the
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confidence to call them his own. How much tenderness and care is required to
maintain the union of the whole family! And, finally, all this must come not from
virtues but from tastes, or else the human species would soon be extinguished.

The strictness of the relative duties of the two sexes is not and cannot be the
same. When woman complains on this score about unjust man-made inequality, she is
wrong. This inequality is not a human institution—or at least, it is the work not of
prejudice but of reason. It is up to the sex that nature has charged with the bearing of
children to be responsible for them to the other sex. Doubtless it is not permitted to
any one to violate his faith, and every unfaithful husband who deprived his wife of the
only reward of the austere duties of her sex is an unjust and barbarous man. But the
unfaithful woman does more; she dissolves the family and breaks all the bonds of
nature., ..,

Once it is demonstrated that man and woman are not and ought not be
constituted in the same way in neither character or temperament, it follows that they
ought not to have the same education. In following nature’s directions, man and
woman ought to act in concert, but they ought not to do the same things. The goal of
their labors is common, but their labors themselves are different, and consequently so
are the tastes directing them....

The good constitution of children initially depends on that of their mothers. The
first education of men depends on the care of their mothers. Men’s morals, their
passions, their tastes, their pleasures, their very happiness also depend on women.
Thus the whole education of women ought to relate to men. To please men, to be
useful to them, to make herself loved and honored by them, to raise them when young,
to care for them when grown, to counsel them, to console them, to make their lives
agreeable and sweet—these are the duties of women at all times, and they ought to be
taught from childhood. So long as one does not return to this principle, won will
deviate from the goal, and all the precepts taught to women will be of no use for their
happiness or for ours. (From Emile,; or On Education, by Jean-Jacques Rousseau, by
Allan Bloom, trans. 1979 by Basic Books, a member of Perseus Books L.L.C.)

(Questions:

1. How does Rousseau move from the physical differences between men and women
to an argument for distinct social roles and social spheres? ( 15% )

2. What would be the proper kinds of social activities for women in Rousseau’s vision?
(15%)

3. What kind of education would he think appropriate for women? ( 20% )




